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To many Westerners, the Taj Mahal in all its splendor typifies
[slamic architecture. Yet, the overwhelming majority of Mus-
lims live on the very margin of human existence, far from such
grandeur. The merging of Islam’s rich cultural heritage with
modern technology to help solve problems of individual sur-
vival in the contemporary world forms the heart of Architecture
and Community.

The fifteen projects celebrated in this volume are the win-
ners of the first Aga Khan Award for Architecture, a series of
prizes honoring the successful creation within the Islamic
world of a modemn architectural idiom that preserves indige-
nous forms at the same time it provides for the future. This is
architecture of and for the people, meeting their needs and
concerns locally, providing a setting for health and for life.

Through its selection of these projects, the Aga Khan
Awards Foundation praises the creative and generative proc-
ess, in which the imaginations of architects, the skills of local
artisans and craftsmen, the needs of individuals and communi-
ties, and the implicit survival of the environment must inter-
act. The creative life itself—that elusive process of human ex-
istence for which the man-made environment is the physical
reality—is the winner of the Award.

Most of the projects reflect the present period of transition
in Islamic architecture, marked by experimentation and the
search for forms responsive to human needs. The hospitals,
schools and libraries, homes and hotels, urban-renewal
schemes and restorations honored help to redefine architectur-
al excellence as they attempt to resolve the most basic and
critical issues confronting the poor peoples of developing na-
tions.

Asserting a cultural identity is difficult anywhere, but par-
ticularly in developing nations where the lure of high technol-
ogy has diluted traditional environmental equilibrium. Can
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any historic culture manage to survive as an entity distinct
from the fabric of a uniform modern civilisation? Or, will they
be consumed by the monopolising pressures of modern industry
and mass communication? If industry has no organic relation-
ship to human life, how will the ideology that allows industry
to roam at will be bridled? What should the ratio of change to
continuity be! And most critical, how will the new architec-
ture embody and embrace the hopes and aspirations of all peo-
ples!

The Islamic world is commencing a journey of discovery
that helps point the way for future building throughout the
world. Architecture and Community brings to life in photo-
graphs and drawings and in essays by architects, urban plan-
ners, sociologists, and philosophers a mandate for all countries
to develop an architecture that is centered on the needs, both
practical and spiritual, of man.

Renata Holod is associate professor of Islamic art and ar-
chitecture at the University of Pennsylvania. She served as
executive director of the first cycle of the Aga Khan Award for
Architecture. Darl Rastorfer is an architect and editor of Via.

The Aga Khan Award for Architecture was established
to encourage an understanding and awareness of the strength
and diversity of Muslim cultural traditions, which, when com-
bined with an enlightened use of modern technology for con-
temporary society, will result in buildings more appropriate for
the Islamic world of tomorrow.

Architecture and Community has been published by Aper-
ture, a division of Silver Mountain Foundation, Inc., Miller-
ton, New York 12546.

The second volume in the Aga Khan Award series on ar-
chitecture will feature projects honored during the second cy-
cle of awards to be presented in the autumn of 1983 and will
explore contemporary architecture and urban redevelopment
in Muslim countries since the 1960s. It will be published in the
autumn of 1984.
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Peter Bradford. Discussions with him concerning the demands
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17 MEDICAL CENTRE
MOPTI, MALI

FOR A SYMPATHETIC RESPONSE
TO BOTH THE CULTURE AND

THE SENSITIVE SURROUNDINGS,
MAKING EFFECTIVE USE OF
AVAILABLE MATERIALS AND
TECHNIQUES OF CONSTRUCTION.

89 COURTYARD HOUSES
AGADIR, MOROCCO

FOR THE RESPONSE IN
PLAN FORM TO CLIMATE AND
DEMANDS OF PRIVACY.

97 SIDI BOU SAID
TUNIS, TUNISIA

FOR THE EFFORTS BY A
COMMUNITY TOWARDS THE
CONSERVATION OF THEIR
VILLAGE, RETAINING THROUGH
LEGISLATION OVER. A PERIOD OF
TIME NOT ONLY THE PICTUR.-
ESQUE QUALITY OF A VILLAGE,
UT ITS VERY ESSENCE.

109 HALAWA HOUSE
AGAMY, EGYPT

FOR THE IMAGINATIVE
HANDLING OF A TRADITIONAL
VOCABULARY IN THE DESIGN
AND CONSTRUCTION OF A
HOUSE WHICH FULLY SATISFIES
CONTEMPORARY NEEDS.




119 RUSTEM PASHA CARAVANSERAI
EDIRNE, TURKEY

FOR. THE COMMENDABLE
RESTORATION OF AN
IMPORTANT MONUMENT WHICH
POINTS TO AN IMPORTANT
DIRECTION IF THERE IS TO BE A
POSITIVE POLICY IN ARCHITEC-
TURAL CONSERVATION.

FOR THE IMAGINATIVE
CONSERVATION OF TWO
SEASIDE HOUSES, WHILE
DEMONSTRATING THAT NEW
STRUCTURES CAN BE
SYMPATHETICALLY ADDED TO
THE OLD WITHOUT RESORTING
TO DIRECT IMITATION.

127 ERTEGUN HOUSE
BODRUM, TURKEY

139 TURKISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ANKARA, TURKEY

FOR COMBINING MODERN
BUILDING TECHNOLOGY WITH
TRADITIONAL IDEAS AND
PRINCIPLES, PROVIDING AN
EXAMPLE OF WHAT CAN BE
LEARNED FROM TRADITION AND
A POINTER TO A MORE
APPROPRIATE ARCHITECTURAL
LANGUAGE.

151 INTER-CONTINENTAL HOTEL
AND CONFERENCE CENTRE
MECCA, SAUDI ARABIA

FOR AN EFFORT TO COMBINE
MODERN TECHNOLOGY AND
FUNCTIONAL FORMS IN THE
CONTEXT OF ISLAMIC CULTURE,
ATTEMPTING TO FIND A NEW
KIND OF ARCHITECTURE
WHICH AVOIDS EXISTING
CONVENTIONS.




163 NATIONAL MUSEUM
DOHA, QATAR

FOR RESTORING AND CREATING
A NATIONAL MUSEUM OUT

OF A GROUP OF BUILDINGS
WHICH IS INTIMATELY LINKED
WITH QATAR’S HISTORY

AND TRADITIONS; THE
PRESERVATION, ENHANCEMENT,
AND ADAPTATION TO

A NEW PUBLIC USE IS A
NOTEWORTHY ACHIEVEMENT.

173 WATER TOWERS
KUWAIT CITY, KUWAIT

FOR A BOLD ATTEMPT TO
INTEGRATE MODERN
TECHNOLOGY, AESTHETIC
VALUES, FUNCTIONAL NEEDS,
AND SOCIAL FACILITIES IN

A PUBLIC UTILITY.

183 RESTORATION OF

THE ALI QAPU, CHEHEL SUTUN

AND HASHT BEHESHT
ISFAHAN, IRAN

FOR THE METICULOUS
RESTORATION OF SOME OF THE
GREAT SAFAVID MONUMENTS
OF ISFAHAN, AND FOR THE
CONTRIBUTION WHICH THIS
RESTORATION HAS MADE TO
THE KNOWLEDGE OF [SLAMIC
PLANNING, ARCHITECTURE,
AND CONSTRUCTION.

199 MUGHAL SHERATON HOTEL
AGRA, INDIA

FOR AN EXPRESSION OF

THE CULTURE AND RICH
ARCHITECTURAL TRADITION
OF THE REGION, USING A
CONTEMPORARY VOCABULARY
OF FORMS DERIVED FROM
FUNCTIOMAL NEEDS, AND
MAKING USE OF THE AVAILABLE
MATERIALS AND TECHNOLOGY,
ABUNDANT LABOUR FORCE,
AND TRADITIONAL CRAFT.




211 KAMPUNG IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAMME
JAKARTA, INDONESIA

FOR IMPROVING LIVING
CONDITIONS OF HUNDREDS OF
JAKARTA'S POOREST, HELPING
TO INTEGRATE THE INFORMAL
SECTOR WITH THE CITY'S
ECONOMY, AND ENCOURAGING
INDIVIDUAL INITIATIVE IN THE
IMPROVEMENT OF HOUSING.

223 PONDOK PESANTREN PABELAN
CENTRAL JAVA, INDONESIA

FOR THE PROMISE OF ATTAINING
A FULLER ARCHITECTURAL
EXPRESSION, DISCERNIBLE IN

THE ORGANISATION OF SPACES
AND LEVELS IN THE LANDSCARPE,
THE LISE OF LOCAL RESOURCES,
MATERIALS, AND TECHNOLOGIES,
AND THE ATTEMPT TO
INTEGRATE RURAL TRADITION
WITH MODERN ELEMENTS.

235 HASSAN FATHY
CHAIRMAN'S AWARD

TO HASSAN FATHY,

EGYPTIAN ARCHITECT, ARTIST,
POET, AND CHAMPION OQF
INDIGENOUS BUILDING, INM
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF HIS
LIFELONG CONTRIBUTION

AND COMMITMENT TO
ARCHITECTURE IN THE
MUSLIM WORLD.
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