
1

AGA KHAN FOUNDATION

Tajikistan

Afghanistan

FACTS AT A GLANCE

AKF ESTABLISHED: 1995

GEOGRAPHIC FOCUS: Sugd, Khatlon, 
and GBAO oblasts and the Region of 
Republican Subordination (RRS)

PROGRAMMATIC FOCUS: Develop-
ment of rural communities, health, 
education and civil society

STAFF: 333

A n  A genc    y  o f  t h e  A ga   K h an   D e v el  o p m ent    N et  w o r k



THE AGA KHAN FOUNDATION (AKF) in Tajikistan is 
focussed on the themes of rural development, health, education and 
civil society. It reaches approximately 1.4 million people in 32 out of 
54 districts in all four regions of the country. AKF implements projects 
through the Mountain Societies Development Support Programme 
(MSDSP), the Institute for Pedagogical Development (IPD) and other 
AKDN agencies. Since the late 1990s, AKF has established a network 
of 1,400 sub-national governance structures. Since 2009, it has facili-
tated the establishment of over 2,600 community-based savings groups 
comprised of nearly 50,600 members. AKF has also established five mi-
cro loan organisations in Tajikistan. In cooperation with the Aga Khan 
Health Services (AKHS), 101 healthcare facilities are being rehabilitated 
to improve primary healthcare for remote communities. Tajik doctors 
have served more than 2,000 Afghan patients in Afghan-Badakhshan. 
Over the next few years, AKF plans to develop five cross-border 
markets and three bridges with Afghanistan (in addition to the existing 
five). AKF also provides assistance in areas such as livestock, horticul-
ture, tourism, handicraft manufacturing, drinking water supply systems 
and toilets. All 312 schools in GBAO have benefited from technical 
support from IPD. More than 5,500 teachers have been trained on the 
basics of interactive teaching and learning approaches.

THE AGA KHAN DEVELOPMENT NETWORK (AKDN) 
in Tajikistan is engaged in large-scale infrastructure projects including the US$ 
37 million refurbishment and operation of all power generation, transmission 
and distribution in the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast (GBAO); the 
country’s largest mobile telephone network; microfinance services; the promotion 
and transmission of traditional Central Asian music traditions; and the operation 
of a five-star hotel in Dushanbe to promote tourism. 

COVER PHOTO: Providing communities on both sides of the Afghan-Tajik border regular access 
to a common market provides opportunities for merchants to meet and exchange goods, and 
drastically increases their potential for income generating activities and improved livelihoods. 
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Swiss Agency for Development (SDC); Department of 
Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development (DFATD), for-
merly the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA); MasterCard Foundation; Kreditanstalt für Wied-
eraufbau (KfW)’s Pakistan Afghanistan Tajikistan Regional 
Integration Programme (PATRIP); European Commis-
sion; Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ); Norway Ministry of Foreign Affairs; International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD); Government 
of France; US Agency for International Development 
(USAID); and Oxfam Novib (Netherlands)

Aga Khan Foundation (Tajikistan)
137 Rudaki Ave.
Building “Tajikmatlubot”
4th floor
734003 Dushanbe
Tajikistan
Website: http://www.akdn.org/tajikistan
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The Aga Khan Foundation in Tajikistan works with the fol-
lowing AKDN agencies and affiliates:  Focus Humanitarian 
Assistance (FOCUS), the Aga Khan Agency for Microfinance 
(AKAM), the Aga Khan Education Services (AKES), the 
Aga Khan Fund for Economic Development (AKFED), the 
Aga Khan Health Services (AKHS), the Aga Khan Trust for 
Culture (AKTC) and the University of Central Asia (UCA).
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